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Happy New Year and welcome to this edition of Strachan Today.
I have been encouraged by your positive comments on the December Newsletter and more than 20 of you have asked to receive e-mail copies. I am sure that we can swell this number but in the hectic run up to Christmas you have not yet got around to telling me! See page 2 for details about e-mail copies.
Since arriving in Strachan I have participated in several local events and always been warmly welcomed. I have joined the SWRI (the Rural) and have found the monthly meetings friendly, enjoyable and varied. If you’re free on 3rd Thursday of Month from 7.30 – 9.30pm – come along to the Village Hall.

Joining the Scottish Country Dance Club (see advertisement on Page 2) is another fun way to get to know your neighbours. The monthly meetings are very sociable and also good exercise. So if taking more exercise was one of your New Year resolutions – then this might be for you?

On the theme of exercise you might consider becoming a leader of Banchory Walks (see page 3).
I saw Deeside Musical Society perform a fine selection of Christmas Songs and Carols at Birse and Feughside Parish Church in December. This was a very entertaining evening with mulled wine and mince pies provided by DMS. A collection was taken for the Deeside Forget Me Not Club (a charity helping people cope with dementia).
If you have any suggestions to improve the newsletter, or maybe contribute to it, do not hesitate to contact me on 850581 or lby.strachan@gmail.com


Lesley Young
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Calendar of events - January 2009
Thursday 1 January 2009

Happy New Year!

Sunday 4 Jan
11am: Service (Finzean Church) 

Monday 5 Jan

Strachan School: new term starts

9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Village Hall)

7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall) 

Tuesday 6 Jan 

12.45-2.45: Post Office in shop

Thursday 8 Jan 

Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Friday 9 Jan

8pm: Scottish Country Dancing (Village Hall)
Saturday 10 Jan

10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*

Sunday 11 Jan
11am: Service (Finzean Church)

Monday 12 Jan

9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Village Hall)

7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall)
Tuesday 13 Jan 

12.45-2.45: Post Office in shop

Thursday 15 Jan 

Deeside Village Hopper (from former Post Office)
7.30pm: Rural (SWRI) “Unusual ways of recycling plastic bags”
Saturday 17 Jan
10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*
Sunday 18 Jan
11am: Service (Finzean Church)

Monday 19 Jan
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Village Hall)

7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall)
Tuesday 20 Jan 

12.45-2.45: Post Office in shop

Thursday 22 Jan 

Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office

Saturday 24 Jan 

10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*

7pm: Burn’s Night (Village Hall)

Sunday 25 Jan
11am: Service (Finzean Church)

Monday 26 Jan
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Village Hall)

7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall)

Tuesday 27 Jan
12.45-2.45: Post Office in shop

Thursday 29 Jan
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Saturday 31 Jan 

10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*

*On pitch, unless unplayable, in which case, Village Hall

Can you help with printing?


Strachan Today is produced by volunteers and depends on sponsorship for printing. Could you, or maybe your company, sponsor an edition? If you can help, please contact Lesley Young: �HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com"�lby.strachan@gmail.com� or (850581








Don’t miss


Burns Night Supper


At Strachan Village Hall


Saturday 24 January


7pm for 7.30pm





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.mississaugablogs.com/xmarks/20041124194846burns.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Entertainment provided by Hector Riddell & Company





Tickets £8 (includes food)





Haggis, neeps & tatties + Trifle 


(vegetarian option available)





For more information & tickets: Sheena Littlejohn 850329 � HYPERLINK "mailto:littlesheena@fsmail.net" �littlesheena@fsmail.net�








Many thanks to 


� 


for printing this edition





Bus information


Deeside Village Hopper    Thursdays (On request, could deviate from route - (013398 85222)


Aboyne	09.00	13.00


Finzea		09.21	13.21


Strachan	09.35	13.35


Banchory	09.50	13.50


Banchory	11.10	14.10


Strachan	11.25	14.25


Finzean	11.39	14.39


Aboyne	12.00	15.00


Aberdeenshire Council Local Service 204


Monday to Friday (Travel line (0871 200 2233) - Leaves Strachan 07.35 to Aberdeen; 


Leaves Aberdeen 17.20


65 Special – Dial A Trip Service


Strachan routes: Tuesdays to Banchory; 1st Thursday in month to Aberdeen; 3rd Thursday in month to Porthleven and Stonehaven.


To book seat (48 hours notice if possible) or for information: (01569 765765 or 013398 87070





Footpath 	A pavement is to be constructed on the north side of the road from 8 Strachan Cottages to the Hall, reducing the road width. There will not be a central white line and there will be signs to show vehicle speeds, raising driver awareness. The road will also be repaired on the south side and a low kerb installed. This repair should be made soon and the path constructed in February although weather conditions may affect the timetable. The proposal was unanimously supported but longer term worries regarding speeding were not completely allayed.





Save paper and energy!  �


Would you like to receive this newsletter by email and save paper?


Just send your name and address to �Lesley Young: �HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com"�lby.strachan@gmail.com� or (850581


This way, you can also be kept updated about Community events between Newsletters!





� INCLUDEPICTURE  "cid:6FDD3A19218942FB9F3A67FA89891DF7@Study2" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Are you a Walk Leader?


Walking to Health – Banchory leads easy walks around the town to help people maintain their health. 


We are seeking to recruit a number of walk leaders who will share the task of leading a group of walkers for a 45 minute walk.


Walk leaders will be trained, and will receive a clothing/equipment allowance, in addition to having support from Walking to Health.


There is a growing demand for the walk programme, and we would like to have a pool of leaders to share this rewarding role. If you would like to support this project, please contact:


Mark Hagger ( 823418 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:collonach@yahoo.co.uk" �collonach@yahoo.co.uk�





�Birse and Feughside Parish Church





Services every Sunday at 11am. All welcome.


For more information, go to �HYPERLINK "http://www.birseandfeughside.org.uk"�www.birseandfeughside.org.uk� 


or contact Rev Jack Holt (850237)





�





Cinderella Rockafella			From our special reporter, Pamela Clarke


Yet again Strachan School managed to put on a fantastic performance that entertained all ages. This year they tackled Cinderella Rockafella, complete with some angelic little fairies, jolly village people, a fairy nasty boots, super star and his entourage of people and not forgetting the ugly sisters who did a fantastic job of making the audience laugh both at their jokes and their outfits. This year, some pupils took centre stage and did some solo singing which was not only a sign of how professional these children are becoming but how hard they have worked (some budding X-Factor competitors!). From the main character super star Rockafella to the animals that kept the singing going it was a superb performance and a great display from the dedicated pupils and staff of Strachan school. All I can say is I cannot wait until next year....





Strachan Paths Group 


Mr Mark Hagger (823418 


Mr Stirling Marshall (850439 


Under 5’s 


Mrs Pam Clarke (850727


Strachan School


Mr Paul Wilson (of Drumoak School) Acting Headteacher (850231


Mrs Audrey Donaldson (P1-3 Teacher); Miss Linda Murray (Classroom Assistant); Mrs Linda Yule (School Administrator); Mrs Dianne Duncan (Support for Learning);  Jackie Seam (Lunchtime Auxillary & Canteen) 


Parental Forum


Meets early each term


School Council


Mrs Fiona Daines (Chairman)


Mrs Arlene MacFarlane (Secretary)


Mrs Jennifer Neish (Treasurer)





Who to contact


Birse-Feughside Church


(covers parishes of Strachan and Birse)


Rev Jack Holt


The Manse, Finzean (850237


Birse-Feughside Church Social Committee


Mrs Sheena Littlejohn (850329


Birse-Feughside Guild 


(Open to all)


Mrs Dorothy Dinnie (013398 86339


Bowling Club


New members welcome on Monday evenings


Mrs Elma Duncan (Secretary) (820399


Mrs Leslie Smith (Treasurer) (823284


Feughdee West Community Council


Mr Alistair Stenhouse (Chairman)


Strachan Hall Committee


Sam Wylde (Chairman) (850655


Mrs Arlene Thomson (booking secretary)


(850324


Mr David MacFarlane (Treasurer) (850657


Scottish Country Dancing Club


Mrs Sarah Richards (850613


Strachan Junior Football Club


Mr David MacFarlane (850657 


SWRI (“Rural”)


Mrs Aileen Black (824781





Newsletter compiled by Lesley Young, 9 Feugh View, Strachan (850581 �HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com"�lby.strachan@gmail.com�





Fun for all at Strachan School’s Cinderella Rockafella (right)





�


This month’s drawing by Emily Peake, age 5





200 Club


Support your Hall!


If you would like tickets, please contact Hall Committee members








