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February 2009
We have certainly seen a lively start to 2009 in the village hall with Hogmanay welcoming the year with a crowded ceidlidh and then the Burn’s Supper. Perhaps encouraged by these community events, it has been suggested to me that we could launch a book group (see the side panel for details).

I have been very pleased to see so many people want to have their Strachan Today by email – nearly 60 so far. This means a much lighter burden for distributors and our sponsoring printer. In addition, we were able to send out information about upcoming events which missed the print deadline for January (enrolment week for Strachan School and Portrait of our time meetings). If you would like to get Strachan Today by email, simply send me an email with your details (we must have your address so that we stop the paper delivery). As a further incentive – just in case saving the planet isn’t enough – we are offering a £5 Book Token for the 100th person to sign up!

Several people have asked whether a Strachan website could be created and you will be pleased to know that we are actively looking at this possibility. More news next month.
If you have any suggestions to improve the newsletter, comments, or maybe contribute to it, do not hesitate to contact me on 850581 or lby.strachan@gmail.com


Lesley Young
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Calendar of events - February 2009
Friday 30 Jan
6.30pm: Community Choir rehearsal - all ages welcome to sing Scottish songs (Finzean Church)
Sunday 1 Feb
11am: Service (Finzean Church) 

Monday 2 Feb
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Village Hall)

7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall) 

Wednesday 4 Feb 

7.30pm: Talk by Angus Gordon on his recent Dental Peru Trip (Finzean Church)
Thursday 5 Feb 

Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Saturday 7 Feb
10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*

Sunday 8 Feb
11am: Service (Finzean Church)

Monday 9 Feb
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Village Hall)

7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall)
Wednesday 11 Feb

10.30am: Collection of Bag 2 School from Strachan School
Thursday 12 Feb 

Deeside Village Hopper (from former Post Office)
Friday 13 Feb
8pm: Scottish Country Dancing (Village Hall)
Saturday 14 Feb
10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*
T’ai Chi workshop in aid of Forget-Me-Not Club at Finzean Church. Further info and registration: Carole (013398 83362)
Sunday 15 Feb
11am: Service (Finzean Church)

Monday 16 Feb
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Village Hall)

7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall)
Thursday 19 Feb 

Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
7.30pm: Rural 84th birthday party. Info Frances Clarke (850442)
Saturday 21 Feb 

10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*

Sunday 22 Feb
11am: Service (Finzean Church)

Monday 23 Feb
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Village Hall)

7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall)

Thursday 26 Feb
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Saturday 28 Feb 

10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*
*On pitch, unless unplayable, in which case, Village Hall

Can you help with printing?


Strachan Today is produced by volunteers and depends on sponsorship for printing. Could you, or maybe your company, sponsor an edition? If you can help, please contact Lesley Young: �HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com"�lby.strachan@gmail.com� or (850581





Coming soon:


A Book Group!


Have you always wanted to belong to a Book Group or maybe belonged to one in the past, or just curious about why Book Groups are so popular?


Well there are a small group of people in Strachan who are keen to set up a Book Group.


�


It’s very informal and the Book Group itself decides which books to read. 


It would meet monthly to discuss the chosen book 


An ideal number would be between 5 and 10 members


If you are interested in joining us – please ring (850581) or send an e-mail to me on � HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com" ��lby.strachan@gmail.com�





Many thanks to 


�for printing this edition





Bus information


Deeside Village Hopper    Thursdays (On request, could deviate from route - (013398 85222)


Aboyne		09.00	13.00 			Banchory	11.10	14.10


Finzean		09.21	13.21 			Strachan		11.25	14.25


Strachan		09.35	13.35 			Finzean		11.39	14.39


Banchory	09.50	13.50 			Aboyne		12.00	15.00


Aberdeenshire Council Local Service 204


Monday to Friday (Travel line (0871 200 2233) - Leaves Strachan 07.35 to Aberdeen; 


Leaves Aberdeen 17.20


65 Special – Dial A Trip Service


Strachan routes: Tuesdays to Banchory; 1st Thursday in month to Aberdeen; 3rd Thursday in month to Porthleven and Stonehaven.


To book seat (48 hours notice if possible) or for information: (01569 765765 or 013398 87070





�





�


A group of Strachan residents (and four dogs) celebrated the New Year by climbing up Scolty. 


(Photo courtesy of Jeff Dickens)





STRACHAN UNDER 5’S


We are a very friendly informal group of mums who meet every Monday at the village hall between 9.30 and 11.30.


It is a great way to meet people that live in the village who have pre-school children: we have strong links with the school and get invited to many of their events – sports day is great fun.


If you have small children and are interested in joining us, please contact Pamela Clarke  -  850727 or email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:clarkep@mac.com" ��clarkep@mac.com�





�Birse and Feughside Parish Church


Services every Sunday at 11am. All welcome.


For more information, contact Rev Jack Holt (850237) or go to �HYPERLINK "http://www.birseandfeughside.org.uk"�www.birseandfeughside.org.uk� 





�





Strachan School is participating in the Bag 2 School Programme. This organisation will come to pick up (and pay for!) bags of unwanted clothing etc from the school. Two collection dates have been set:


Wednesday 11th February  2009 at 10.30am (bags will arrive in the school the week of the 12th January 2009) and


Wednesday 9th September 2009 at 10.30am (bags will arrive in the school the week of the 22nd June 2009 - before summer holidays)


Bags 2 School only want good quality adults' and children's clothing, bedding, curtains, shoes, belts and handbags. All items are for RE-USE, so no bric à brac please.


They will pay us 40p per kilo that is £400.00 per tonne. This is an easy way of raising cash for school funds and we will have plenty of bags available for friends/family/neighbours to participate.


For more information, please contact Pamela Clarke  -  850727 or email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:clarkep@mac.com" ��clarkep@mac.com�





Strachan Paths Group 


Mr Mark Hagger (823418 


Mr Stirling Marshall (850439 


Under 5’s 


Mrs Pamela Clarke (850727


Strachan School


Mr Paul Wilson (of Drumoak School) Acting Headteacher (850231


Mrs Audrey Donaldson (P1-3 Teacher); Miss Linda Murray (Classroom Assistant); Mrs Linda Yule (School Administrator); Mrs Dianne Duncan (Support for Learning);  Jackie Seam (Lunchtime Auxillary & Canteen) 


Parental Forum


Meets early each term


School Council


Mrs Fiona Daines (Chairman)


Mrs Arlene MacFarlane (Secretary)


Mrs Jennifer Neish (Treasurer)





Who to contact


Birse-Feughside Church


(covers parishes of Strachan and Birse)


Rev Jack Holt


The Manse, Finzean (850237


Birse-Feughside Church Social Committee


Mrs Sheena Littlejohn (850329


Birse-Feughside Guild 


(Open to all)


Mrs Dorothy Dinnie (013398 86339


Bowling Club


New members welcome on Monday evenings


Mrs Elma Duncan (Secretary) (820399


Mrs Lesley Smith (Treasurer) (823284


Feughdee West Community Council


Mr Alistair Stenhouse (Chairman)


Strachan Hall Committee


Sam Wylde (Chairman) (850655


Mrs Arlene Thomson (booking secretary)


(850324


Mr David MacFarlane (Treasurer) (850657


Scottish Country Dancing Club


Mrs Sarah Richards (850613


Strachan Junior Football Club


Mr David MacFarlane (850657 


SWRI (“Rural”)


Mrs Aileen Black (824781





Newsletter compiled by Lesley Young, 9 Feugh View, Strachan (850581 �HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com"�lby.strachan@gmail.com�








� 





This month’s drawing by Charlotte Clarke, aged 8.


Would you like your child to draw for Strachan Today? Just ring Lesley on 850581





Strachan Post Office	It was reported in The Deeside Piper that the Strachan Post Office outreach service (3 hours a week) would be temporarily suspended from 6 January 2009 due to “unavailability of premises”. The Post Office is open to suggestions for a venue. Contact Helen Belford, Field Change Advisor, Post Office Ltd, PO Box 2060, Watford WD18 8ZW





�Congratulations to Mum and Dad Dean and Karen Barker on the arrival of baby Rose Caitlin on 9 December.


If you have any news you would like to share, let us know and we will welcome them in Strachan Today





�Homecoming Scotland


is a programme of events celebrating Scotland's contributions to the world. Why not visit the National Library of Scotland’s Burns Exhibition at the Aberdeen Art Gallery from 14 February? For more information, look at � HYPERLINK "http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/visit/homecoming.asp" �http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/visit/homecoming.asp� (for North East information) or � HYPERLINK "http://www.homecomingscotland.com/default.html" �http://www.homecomingscotland.com/default.html� (the Scottish Government web site)








