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Finzean on Top of the World
Finzean Community Association once again floated to victory in the Pagent Competition 

at this year’s Banchory Show. With the theme of countries of the world, Finzean showed different types of foreign food accompanied by traditional dress and staged their very own Haggis Hunt on the float to entertain the large crowd.  

Under the leadership of Lynn Gordon, and despite the pressure of being three times reigning champions, Finzean rose to the challenge.

The colourful display and mixture of children dressed as characters from the Haggis Hunt and others in traditional dress of various countries backed up with some delightful singing , enthusiasm and smiling faces proved to be a real winner and ensured a fourth straight victory. All the kids managed to stay on the float and thoroughly enjoyed the occasion and rapturous applause. 

Is it time to let someone else win?  I’m not sure; they’re a competitive lot on the float.
Finzean enjoyed as much success out of the ring with their show stall.  Selling home baking jams and local produce, backed up by a bottle stall and raffle helped raise over £400 for Hall Funds. FCA would like to thank all the people who helped make the day such a success - all those involved with the float, who contributed goods to the stall and who helped man the stall on the day.  
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This year the now annual Bonfire Display takes place on (surprise, surprise!) the 5th of November.  The bonfire will be lit at 6pm with the fireworks taking to the skies at 6.30pm.  

Soup, Donna’s Stovies and hot dogs will be available for supper and glow sticks and 

sparklers will be on sale to entertain the kids.  

This years Fireworks will be kindly sponsored by local tradesmen Craig Thow, Electrical Contractor and Davie Hector, Joiner, Finzean Dancing Group and by Finzean Community Association.

It is also hoped to have a ‘Hamper Raffle’ on the night to help raise funds.

Anyone who would like to contribute anything for the Hamper should drop it off at Hazel Strachan, Bloomfield (850717) or Wendy Hector, Taigh En Heir (850453) by Monday 3rd November.  

Anyone who would like to help on the night should contact Wendy (850453).  

Anyone who would like to help build the bonfire should meet at the Hall Car Park on 
Saturday 1st at 9.30 a.m or contact Kevin (850717)
Under 5’s
The Finzean Under 5’s meet every Thursday in the hall from 10am until 12 mid-day for mothers, toddlers and babies. It was first started by Molly Armour almost 38 years ago. Many of the mums attending now can almost remember attending there before they started school. 

Who would have thought that it would still be going strong today?
All children aged 5 and under are welcome to come along with a parent or guardian.  There are organised activities, lots of free play, a snack and the cost of each session is £1.50
Dates for your diary:    Under 5’s Halloween party 30th October

                                       Mum’s Night Out 6th December

                                      Under 5’s Christmas Party with a visit from Santa 18th December
Once again Finzean Under fives will be out delivering Christmas Cards this year. The delivery dates will be the 7th, 14th and 21st of December. All cards should be in by the Friday of the date of delivery so that they can be delivered by that same weekend. The cost per card will be 10 pence and the area covered will be from the Feughside Inn to the Forest of Birse. Please feel free to contact someone who attends Under fives nearer the time. 

For any information call Maree (Tel: 850274)
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Held in Finzean Hall at 7.30pm on the 3rd Thursday of each month.  New members and visitors welcome.

8th 
November ’08

BIRTHDAY PARTY

4th 
December ’08

Cookery Demonstration by Michelle Paterson






Members Competition:  
Individual Pavlova
                                                                                        XMAS TREE DECORATION
6th
December ’08

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY  3 – 5 pm

15th
January ’09

TALK by Brian Page on his Offshore Experiences
                                                                   




Members Competition:  
Pencil case
                                                                                        4 Peppermint Creams
19th
February ’09

TALK by Dr Mike Steven on his journey to Mount Everest
                                             Charity Night and Sales Table

                                            Members Competition:  
Scenic View Photograph
                                                                                        2 Cereal Bars
	19th
March ’09

Photo’s and Scrap Booking by J & A Keepsakes
                                            Members Competitions:       Easter Card
                                                                                        2 Paradise Slice
                                           


16th
April ’09

OUR BUSINESS MEETING 





Members Competitions:
Easter Biscuits








Crochet coat Hanger
Finzean Hall Bookings      2008/09
The Finzean hall Bookings Diary will be held by the people listed below on the following months.  In order to make a booking, please contact the appropriate person.
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Month




Name




Tel. No.

September & October

Kevin & Hazel Strachan

850717

November & December

Alan & Jane Bennett


850748

January & February


Colin & June Whyte   

850337



March & April



Davie & Wendy Hector

850453

May & June



Craig & Donna Thow


850421

July & August



Hector & Eydie Riddell

850220

Finzean Graveyard
Since the last issue of the Rabbit, work has been continuing on the Graveyard and we have made significant progress. 

Work achieved

The track into the Graveyard has been completed and we are now just waiting for the Council to tarmac the end of the drive, where it connects to the road. The graveyard has now been fenced off and seeded and the new grass is growing well. We have started work on repairing the dyke on the north side of the graveyard, and the school children have spread wild flower seeds in the green section. All this work would not have been possible without the a huge amount of voluntary work from a large number of people, but in particular the farmers as we have essentially built the graveyard ourselves. We are very grateful for their work, expertise and time. 

Planting trees and shrubs

While we still have a little bit more fencing work to complete, the next major stage is to plant the trees and shrubs. We are planning to have a community planting weekend which is likely to be late November (this date is set by the earliest time that we can obtain the hedging plants and other shrubs from the Council). We plan to start at 10.00 on both days and will be looking for as many volunteers as possible to give 3-4 hours of their time on either/both days to plant trees and shrubs. Guy Haslam and John Forster will co-ordinate the day and will be recruiting a small team of people to co-ordinate individual elements of the work to make the day as productive as possible. If the weather is dreadful, we will look to complete the work on the following weekend. More details will be sent out by e-mail/letter nearer the time to those who have already let us know they would like to help.  If you haven’t already said that you would like to be involved in the community planting days, or require any more details on the project please contact Guy or John (details are below).

Lairs – please confirm if you haven’t yet done so

So far over 35 lairs in the Graveyard have been reserved and as soon as the Council have numbered the final drawing, the project team will be contacting those who have already reserved lairs. 

I encourage anyone who not yet completed their form (or has lost it) to return it to Guy Haslam or contact him as soon as possible. By reserving lairs at this time the money goes to the project, as opposed to going to the Council after the Graveyard has been opened. While we have sufficient funds to complete the project, any additional funding will enable the project team to improve the graveyard.

Opening

We had hoped to complete the project in 2008, but unfortunately this has not been possible and the Graveyard will not be formally opened until around May next year as the Council have recommended that the newly sown grass should be allowed to bed in before the graveyard is actually used. We are currently working on the details of the opening ceremony and will come back to you with more details early next year.

In summary, we have completed a significant amount of work in 2008. We know that we will end up with a Graveyard built by the Community for the local community – something that we can be very proud of for many years to come.

If you have any questions or want some more details please contact Guy Haslam on 850407 or haslam.finzean@virgin.net or John Forster on 850555/850636 or john@jfassociates.org.
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Badminton continue to meet on a Monday Evening from 7.30pm until 10pm –

all welcome – contact June White (850327).

Dancing Class continue to meet on a Tuesday from 7.30 until 9.30pm  contact Donna Thow (850421) for more information.
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Farmers Ball

The Farmers Ball takes place again this year on Saturday 13th December 

at Finzean Hall so we look forward to seeing you for another fun evening. 

Tickets will go on sale early November so make sure you book early to 

avoid disappointment!
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This year the Finzean Farm Shop will have a two Christmas Fayres.

One in Finzean Hall on November 19th and the other at the shop on the weekend of 
the 28th,29th and 30th of Novemeber

Church News …..

Dates for your Diary
Sun 26th October – Harvest Thanksgiving Service at 11.00am                                         
Fri 21ST  November – Film Quiz night at 7.30pm in Birse and Feughside Church
£12 for a table of four.  Refreshments will be served.  All welcome. For more details or to register your team Contact Sheena Littlejohn on 01330 850329 BY 7TH  NOVEMBER

Fri 19th December -Annual Music and Movies Night            
                                                                                                                      

New Hope Trust Christmas Parcel Appeal 2008
We are supporting the New Hope Trust Christmas Parcel Appeal 2008.  It is the 18th Year of the Appeal, bringing happiness and joy to so many desperately in need in Eastern Europe.  Leaflets are available (to include in the shoe boxes) by contacting Malcolm.  Could parcels be returned to the church or handed in to: - Malcolm Littlejohn, Woodburn, Finzean Tel: - 01330 850329 By SUNDAY 16th NOVEMBER at the latest.
Finzean Primary School PTA
To help with fundraising, the PTA holds six whist evenings and a family bingo night over the winter nights.  These nights are an extremely successful way of keeping liaisons with the community active and are thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated by all attendees, many of who are senior members of our community.

The dates for this year are as follows:

Whist Dates
Bingo Dates


31st October 2008
20th March 2009



21st November 2008




5th December 2008




16th January 2009



20th February 2009



27th March 2009            

All are at Finzean Primary School starting at 7pm.

PORTRAIT OF OUR TIME

“A Portrait of our Time” is a community project that you may have already heard of, or even had your picture taken for! 
The centrepiece of the project will be an exhibition of photographs taken by Mel Shand, of folk who live in Birse, Ballogie, Finzean and Strachan, in front of their houses. 

Mel sent out 440 letters to everyone on the electoral roll back in April and has already photographed nearly a 100 out of the 200 responses we have had so far.  If you have already replied but not yet heard from Mel – she is still busy fitting in photographs whenever time and the weather allows. There is still plenty of time, so if you have not replied or if you didn’t get the initial letter or have lost it then please contact Mel, Guy Haslam or Wendy Hector and we can drop another copy in.

We are planning to exhibit the photographs as part of both the North East Clan fortnight in August 2009 (this is part of the Scotland wide Homecoming Project) and the North East Open Studio Event in September 2009. The project has also been expanded to include a community story telling evening, a play and musical evenings which will highlight our local heritage. We have also teamed up with the broadcaster Frieda Morrison who is in the process of making a film about the  community. Finally, the end results (photographs, recording etc) will be archived at BCT for future generations to enjoy. 

As with any project we are limited by the amount of money which we can raise. We are in the process of applying to grant making organisations for grants as well as to local firms for donations, and are planning a fund raising event soon. If you are aware of any suitable fundraising opportunities that might be able to support the project please contact Guy Haslam on 850407. The Portrait of Our Time Committee are also planning to make the photographs available for purchase in order to raise money for the project – you can contact Jane Winton on 013398 86955 or Mel on 850674 or melanie.shand@googlemail.com
Community Council

 

Opening Times for the Outreach Service now provided at the Post Office are 

Tuesday afternoon 3.15 pm – 4.45pm and Friday morning 9.30 am – 11.00 am.
 

In the past the Community Council asked Aberdeenshire Council to extend the bus service which serves Strachan to Finzean and runs only once in the morning and once in the evening

So far the request has been ignored. Before pressing for action it would be best if we knew if there was anyone who would actually like there to be such a service.  Would anyone interested please contact Charles Insch on 850609

PTA Advent Christmas Fayre
Finzean School and Ballogie Nursery PTA are holding an Advent Christmas Fayre 

on 30th November from 1pm to 4pm at Finzean Hall.
There will be home baking, Christmas Crafts, cards and toys on sale. 
The children of Finzean School will get everyone into the Christmas spirit with some carol singing. Stay for tea and biscuits and deliver you Christmas wishes to Santa.
All proceeds from the fayre will be going towards equipment for the school.
Finzean Primary School
As always Finzean Primary School support many community projects alongside their daily classroom activities. This term the recorder group from Finzean Primary recently entertained the Forget me Not Group at Finzean House with a selection of pieces.

All the pupils joined community members in planting wildflower seeds in the new graveyard by the church and 

The Eco Schools group from Finzean Primary have been busy making jams and chutney using produce grown in the School garden.  These will be sold alongside cooking aprons, spoons and recipe books produced by the School Enterprise group at two upcoming community events.  The children will have a stall at the Banchory Farmers’ Market on Saturday 15th November and also at the School Christmas Fayre on Saturday 29th November. The children have decided to use funds raised to purchase cosy seating for their library area as well as outdoor learning tools for future projects.
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The shop and tearoom are now


OPEN SEVEN DAYS


Mon – Sat �9am – 5pm  �Sunday �12.00 – 5pm
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