[image: image2.wmf]
[image: image3.jpg]-“...tt.‘,du K

1

|

5
yerarpnsed

e

f





March 2009
Welcome to this edition of Strachan Today. Although, at the time of writing, the snow is disappearing, the snowy and icy weather around the time we were delivering the February edition of Strachan Today, proved to be quite a challenge. Despite this, the volunteer distributors managed to get the newsletter to almost every house, so a big thank you to them! If you missed receiving a copy of the February edition, let me know and I will send you a copy.

One group of Strachan residents who did get their Strachan Today were those on the email distribution list. If you want to get your copy by email, let me know. Could you also join our “Good Neighbour” scheme? If you live close to someone who does not have access to email, could you print a copy off and give it to them? Don’t forget to let me know so we do not duplicate your helping hand! See the box for more information.
Several people have suggested that we should have a website. We are now quite advanced in our planning and the website will be called Strachan Today but it will not replace this newsletter (after all, not everyone has an internet connection). I hope to be able to give you more information next month.

Finally, for those of you who did not get to one of the meetings at the end of January, “Portrait of our Time” has become a real community project – see page 2 for more details.

If you have any suggestions to improve the newsletter, comments, or maybe contribute to it, do not hesitate to contact me on 850581 or lby.strachan@gmail.com
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Calendar of events - March 2009
Sunday 1 Mar
11am: Service (Finzean Church) 

Monday 2 Mar
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)

7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall) 

Thursday 5 Mar
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Friday 6 Mar
7.30 pm: World Day of Prayer (Finzean Church)
Saturday 7 Mar
10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*

Sunday 8 Mar
11am: Service (Finzean Church)

Monday 9 Mar
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall)
Thursday 12 Mar
Deeside Village Hopper (from former Post Office)
Friday 13 Mar
8pm: Scottish Country Dancing (Village Hall)
Saturday 14 Mar
10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*
Sunday 15 Mar
11am: Service (Finzean Church)

Monday 16 Mar
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall)
7.30pm: Book Group (Village Hall – small room)
Thursday 19 Mar
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
7.30 to 9.30 pm: Rural : Gardening talk by Mr Leonard Kemp (Village Hall)
Saturday 21 Mar
10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*

Sunday 22 Mar
11am: Service (Finzean Church)

Monday 23 Mar
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
7.30pm: Bowling Club (Village Hall)

Thursday 26 Mar
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Primary 7 visit to Banchory Academy
Friday 27 Mar
7.30 for 8: Bowling Club Dinner Dance (Village Hall) See box for further details.
Saturday 28 Mar
10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*
*On pitch, unless unplayable, in which case, Village Hall

Can you help with printing?


Strachan Today is produced by volunteers and depends on sponsorship for printing. Could you, or maybe your company, sponsor an edition? If you can help, please contact Lesley Young: �HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com"�lby.strachan@gmail.com� or (850581








�Strachan Book Group


We plan to meet monthly to discuss a chosen book, so why not come to our first meeting?


Date: 16 March


Where: Village Hall (small room)


When: 7.30 pm


If you would like to join us, just come along. We hope to have a guest speaker at the first meeting and we will decide on the book we want to read for the next meeting. 


It will be very informal and we promise you a warm welcome.


For more information, please ring Lesley Young (850581) or send an e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com" ��lby.strachan@gmail.com�











Bus information


Deeside Village Hopper    Thursdays (On request, could deviate from route - (013398 85222) NEW TIMES


Aboyne (Coop)		09.35	13.35 			Banchory (High St)	11.20	15.05


Finzean			09.55	13.55 			Strachan			11.30	15.15


Strachan			10.05	14.05 			Finzean			11.35	15.25


Banchory (High St)	10.15	14.15 			Aboyne (Coop)		11.55	16.00


Aberdeenshire Council Local Service 204


Monday to Friday (Travel line (0871 200 2233) - Leaves Strachan 07.35 to Aberdeen; 


Leaves Aberdeen 17.20


65 Special – Dial A Trip Service


Strachan routes: Tuesdays to Banchory; 1st Thursday in month to Aberdeen; 3rd Thursday in month to Porthleven and Stonehaven.


To book seat (48 hours notice if possible) or for information: (01569 765765 or 013398 87070








�


Strachan Rural celebrate their 84th anniversary with a dinner at �Feughside Inn on 19 February 2008





Portrait of Our Time


Portrait of Our Time is an exciting community project covering the whole of Strachan, Finzean, Birse and Ballogie. What began with an initiative by Finzean artist Mel Shand to photograph as many residents as possible outside their homes has expanded into a much bigger project with a substantial budget, much of which is provided by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.


The ambitious plans include interviews with residents (old and young, new and longstanding); an exhibition of photographic portraits; a community play, written by local people with original music; a website for the area; and archiving the results. The aim is to involve the whole community in some way – everyone can take part. Two information meetings were held at the end of January, attended by over 120 people, many of whom expressed interest in taking part. So there are lots of ways you can take be involved and if you want to have a family portrait, it’s not too late.


The Portrait of Our Time project is now being taken forward by a number of small groups. For more information, please contact Mel Shand ((850674) or Guy Haslam ((850407)





�Birse and Feughside Parish Church





Services every Sunday at 11am. All welcome.


For more information, contact Rev Jack Holt (850237) or go to �HYPERLINK "http://www.birseandfeughside.org.uk"�www.birseandfeughside.org.uk� 








Sylvie’s poster wins top Scottish prize


Congratulations to Banchory Academy pupil Sylvie Clark for winning 1st prize in a Scotland-wide competition to design a poster in support of the campaign “Show Racism the Red Card”. As part of her prize, Sylvie won 30 tickets for the Scotland World Cup qualifier against Norway. Sylvie was on holiday at the time of the match but generously donated the tickets to fellow pupils from S1 to S6.





Left: The winning poster designed by Sylvie Clark





Strachan Paths Group 


Mr Mark Hagger (823418 


Mr Stirling Marshall (850439 


Under 5’s 


Mrs Pamela Clarke (850727


Strachan School


Mr Paul Wilson (of Drumoak School) Acting Headteacher (850231


Mrs Audrey Donaldson (P1-3 Teacher); Miss Linda Murray (Classroom Assistant); Mrs Linda Yule (School Administrator); Mrs Dianne Duncan (Support for Learning);  Jackie Seam (Lunchtime Auxillary & Canteen) 


Parental Forum


Meets early each term


School Council


Mrs Fiona Daines (Chairman)


Mrs Arlene MacFarlane (Secretary)


Mrs Jennifer Neish (Treasurer)





Who to contact


Birse-Feughside Church


(covers parishes of Strachan and Birse)


Rev Jack Holt


The Manse, Finzean (850237


Birse-Feughside Church Social Committee


Mrs Sheena Littlejohn (850329


Birse-Feughside Guild 


(Open to all)


Mrs Dorothy Dinnie (013398 86339


Bowling Club


New members welcome on Monday evenings


Mrs Elma Duncan (Secretary) (820399


Mrs Lesley Smith (Treasurer) (823284


Feughdee West Community Council


Mr Alistair Stenhouse (Chairman)


Strachan Hall Committee


Sam Wylde (Chairman) (850655


Mrs Arlene Thomson (booking secretary)


(850324


Mr David MacFarlane (Treasurer) (850657


Scottish Country Dancing Club


Mrs Sarah Richards (850613


Strachan Junior Football Club


Mr David MacFarlane (850657 


SWRI (“Rural”)


Mrs Aileen Black (824781 


Portrait of our Time (“Poot”)


Mel Shand ( 850674 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:melanie.shand@gmail.com" �melanie.shand@gmail.com� 





Newsletter compiled by Lesley Young, 9 Feugh View, Strachan (850581 �HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com"�lby.strachan@gmail.com�








�Bowling Club Dinner Dance (with presentation of trophies)


Friday 27 March at Strachan Village Hall


7.30 for 8pm


Tickets £12 - available from Elma Duncan 820399, Lesley Smith 823284 or any member of the Bowling Club





Wanted – artists!!


Would you like your child to draw for Strachan Today? Just ring Lesley on 850581





Be a Good Neighbour


We very often think about our neighbours if, for example, there is heavy snow or if a child is sick. Now here’s another way you could help. If your neighbour doesn’t have email and you do, why not print a copy off and give it to them? This way, you will help our distributors and reduce our carbon footprint!


Please don’t forget to let us know so we can tell your distributor.





If you have any news you would like to share, let us know and we will try to publish it in Strachan Today





�Homecoming Scotland


is a programme of events celebrating Scotland's contributions to the world. Why not visit the National Library of Scotland’s Burns Exhibition at the Aberdeen Art Gallery (ends 11 April)? 


For more information, look at � HYPERLINK "http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/visit/homecoming.asp" �http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/visit/homecoming.asp� (for North East information) or � HYPERLINK "http://www.homecomingscotland.com/default.html" �http://www.homecomingscotland.com/default.html� (the Scottish Government web site)








