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Finzean 400 and the Year of the Homecoming

As many people will already know, we are trying to make a list of all those who may have attended Finzean School and would like to attend an invitation to the Garden Part to be held at Finzean house on August 2nd, which is the day following the Aboyne Games. It is quite a difficult exercise but we are gradually making progress, and we hope will be able to trace everybody young and old. It should be a memorable reunion for many who are, or were part of the finzean Community. If people can still provide names or addresses to add to the list we would be most grateful.
A special service of Thanksgiving will be held at 11.30am on the morning in our new church, and following this there will be a “Bring your own Picnic “ for all Finzean families at Woodend Farm, who can meet old friends, or wander along the banks of the Feugh between the Water Mills. This, we hope will be very much a family occasion, for all ages. 

Those who have accepted the Garden Party Invitation can then proceed to Finzean House in the afternoon. Again, we hope there will be a cross section of people of all ages with the Finzean School connection, who will also be able to meet former members of the teaching staff. We are hoping to have people from all over the country to attend so it will be a unique one-off occasion. At the same time we are hoping to include many Finzean residents, depending on numbers of acceptances we receive.

A traditional Scots Concert is also being held in Finzean Hall as part of the celebrations on the evening of Wednesday 29th July with some of the most gifted entertainers of the North East including Paul Anderson who has Finzean connections. Tickets will be available at£5 which will help subsidize the cost of the special DVD being produced by Frieda Morrison being a year in the life of Finzean celebrating the 400th Anniversary.
Meanwhile if people can continue to help by sending a list of those they know, who attended Finzean School in the past, it would be enormously helpful, with of course their addresses and post codes. We are anxious not to miss anybody out. Please send the names to Alison at Glenferrick Lodge.

Community Bonfire Night

Finzean Community Association would like to thank everyone who helped with and attended last year’s Bonfire Night and Firework display.  Special thanks to Craig Thow, Davie Hector and Finzean Dancing Class for sponsoring the fireworks and to the team in the kitchen who kept the food coming and provided Supper for all.  This was another successful Bonfire Night with a large crowd experiencing a great display and an enjoyable night’s entertainment.

APRIL 09
Finzean Hall Bookings      2009/10
The Finzean hall Bookings Diary will be held by the people listed below on the following months.  In order to make a booking, please contact the appropriate person.
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Month




Name




Tel. No.



March & April



Davie & Wendy Hector

850453

May & June



Craig & Donna Thow


850421

July & August



Hector & Eydie Riddell

850220

September & October

Kevin & Hazel Strachan

850717

November & December

Alan & Jane Bennett


850748

January & February


Colin & June Whyte

           850327
Finzean Community Association
Finzean Community Association will be holding their Annual Meeting

on Wednesday 17th June 2009 in Finzean Hall at 7.30pm.  

After the main business of the night, a Cheese and Wine will be served.
Tennis                                                 
Summer is on its way and Wimbledon will soon be upon us. Andrew Farquharson is keen to hear from anyone who would be interested in playing Tennis one evening a week on the centre court at Finzean House.
Please contact Andrew (850230) if interested
A PORTRAIT OF OUR TIME
The next stage in this project involving everyone who lives between the two bridges – from Birse to Strachan – is to record interviews. 
Along with Mel Shand’s  ‘Front Door’ photos, these interviews with local people who are willing to share their stories, history and memories will become a truly valuable and fascinating record of our community now.
If you’ve signed up to be an interviewer, come along to a workshop session with Alison Bell and find out how to do it, or for the more experienced, practise your skills.
We have a wonderful group of interviewees and we have a bunch of folk of all ages who are keen to be behind the microphone. If you haven’t signed up to be interviewed or to be part of the interviewing team, but would like to be involved, call Alison on 01330 850740.

Interviewing workshops at Finzean Hall:

Wednesday April 22 at 7 pm or Sunday April 26 at 2.30 pm                             
Finzean Friendship Club         
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This Club, whose aim is to promote fellowship and friendliness, welcomes new members.  The annual subscription is £2.  Monthly evening meetings start at 7.30pm in Finzean Village Hall.  Tea is served and each member and their guests are requested to bring a small prize for the Raffle and a mug/cup for tea.

The itineraries for Bus Runs, which include High tea, will be announced on 6th April.

Programme for 2009

Monday 4th May


Louise Counsell entertains, Traditional Fiddle Music and Quiz                                                
Tuesday 4th June


Bus Run

Monday 6th July


Sing-along with Nancy and Graham Davidson

Tuesday 4th August
          Bus Run

Monday 7th September

John Clark and friends entertain

Monday 5th October

Hector Riddell and friends entertain

Saturday 5th December 

Christmas Lunch at 1pm, Members exchange a small gift
For further information and for help with transport, please contact 

Elizabeth Rose, Tel: 01330 850768.
Finzean Primary School
During the last term, Egypt was the project for Primaries 1 – 4. At a special assembly in March, the pupils invited parents and members of the community to the school to be entertain by a play and to let them see all the colourful pictures and artefacts that they had made
Under the leadership of Mrs Horsfall, and with the support of the rest of the staff, the play was a great success and told the story of Tutankhamun in word, song and dance with all the children colourfully dressed in period costume. 
[image: image2.jpg]



Finzean Graveyard
Official Opening -Saturday 30th May

We are nearly there! The Graveyard will be opened on Saturday 30th May starting at 3pm and everyone in Finzean is invited.  We are still working out the details but we will start with a short presentation at the Church followed on site by the dedication and official opening.  At the end everyone will be asked for a cup of tea at the Church. We will send out more details nearer the time. 

Another community day – Saturday 25 April

Work has been continuing on the graveyard. In November, we had a very successful community planting day with over 30 people helping plant over 300 metres of hedging and over 250 plants/shrubs and trees. A big thank you for all those who managed to attend – it was a real community event with over 25 households in Finzean represented,
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Despite the fact that since the planting the graveyard has seemed to be either frozen or under water, nearly all the trees and shrubs are in bud – which is tremendous news.
We are planning to have another community day on Saturday 25th April (or Sunday 26th if the weather is dreadful on the Saturday). 
We have to complete the following:

· Plant about 300 plug wildflowers in the green section of the graveyard

· Sow wildflower seed

· Put in about 60 shrubs/whip trees

· Put in the final 70 metres of rabbit fencing 

· Put in two gates

· Put in the path up to the church

· Generally tidy up and replace any plants that have died.

We would welcome anyone who is able to spend a couple of hours helping out. We will be starting at 10.00 on Sat 25th April.

Please bring spades, rakes, shovels, bulb planters, trowels, and wheel barrows! Do come as a whole family, but if you bring young children – please take responsibility for them!

Volunteers to raise wildflowers

We haven’t been able to source all the plug wildflowers that we want in time, - so we are going to buy seed, rear plants individually from now, harden them off and then plant them out in the autumn on another community day.  We will be rearing about 1800 plants in total and Aberdeenshire Council will do some of this – but anyone who would like to help by raising at least 100 plants should get in touch with John Forster (details below) over the next week or so.  

News on Lairs

For those who are wondering when we will be able to confirm their lair, Aberdeenshire Council will survey the graveyard on 1st April to create an accurate lair plan. As soon as they have done this, we will ask those who have reserved lairs to choose which site they want.

A final reminder for those who have not yet reserved a lair. If you do this before 30th May then you will pay the money (£240) to the Community Association Graveyard Fund which we can use for the graveyard – we have a number of small items that we currently can’t afford (benches etc) which would be great to get now. After 30th May the money will go to Aberdeenshire Council as with other graveyards.

If you have any questions or want more details about reserving lairs then please contact Guy Haslam (on 850407 or on haslam.finzean@virgin.net) or John Forster (on 850636 or john@dalsack.org)
BIRSE and FEUGHSIDE WEB SITE

Andrew Douglas has done a tremendous amount of work on the parish web site since he took over last year, developing it into both a church and community website.  Bringing the web site right up to date with the use of photographs and linking with other sites from the Birse and Feughside community.  The web site enjoyed 3781 visitors in January.  If you have not already done so, it is well worth taking a moment to browse over the up dated site.   www.birseandfeughside.org.uk 
Church News …..                
Twinning Partnership update
The twinning Partnership between the Birse and Feughside Church and the Icaciri Church in Kenya was formally launched during Advent 2008 when the entire congregation signed the first letter.  A warm response was received by post one snowy morning in January with letters for the minister, the congregation, and a letter from the leader of Boys Brigade and of the Sunday School.  There were letters for the children of Finzean Primary School who had first sent a parcel of letters and toys.  A colour copy of the minister’s induction programme was also included.  We have responded to the letters and hope to establish more communication links between interest groups over the months ahead so that we can learn about what life is like in Kenya.  The letters and photographs can be seen on the Birse and Feughside Community web site, www.birseandfeughside.org.uk
Community Partnership
It has been decided to extend the Community Partnership with the Forget-Me-Not Club for a second year with members of the congregation helping with fund raising events for the club and by lending their time and skills to help at some of the club meetings. 
EXTRA SPECIAL SERVICES

The congregation of Birse and Feughside have enjoyed some very special services since New Year.

· The first being a Home Coming Service to celebrate 250 years since the birth of Robert Burns and the beginning of the Year of Homecoming. The hymns were set to well known Burns tunes.  Readings and Lords Prayer were said in Doric and the sermon included parts of the Burns poem “The Cottars Saturday night.”  Many members and visitors to the church commented on how much they enjoyed the service and how much Jack should be commended on his work.

· Secondly was “The World Day of Prayer” which was led by Alison Farquharson and members of the community.  Jack transported everybody present to Papua New Guinea with the use of slides and gave an insight into the countryside, people, their religious beliefs and art work.  The service then continued with the theme “In Christ There Are Many Members, Yet One Body” 
· Thirdly the congregation enjoyed a service led by The Royal National Mission To Deep Sea Fishermen who were attending a conference at Douneside for the weekend.  Fifty members of the Fishermen’s Mission attended and came from far and wide.   Retiring Senior Superintendent, Len Scott from Brixham led the service as one of his last duties before he said farewell to the mission and Auxiliary Superintendent Willie Buchan from Orkney gave an entertaining Children’s talk.  Revd. Andrew Wright, the Mission Chaplain delivered the sermon and Senior Superintendent George Shaw of Peterhead said the prayers of intercessions.
Finzean Primary Schools Football

The primary school’s football is entering its final stages for this season. Almost half the school regularly attend football training at Faquharson Park on a Wednesday aspiring to be the next Christian Ronaldo or Neil Christie. The school has 3 teams that play in a friendly small schools league on Sundays throughout the year which are split into age and ability. They also compete in cup competitions during the summer months and at the time of writing the C team made up of Primaries 1, 2 and 3 are second in their league, the B team made up of Primaries 4 and 5 are second in their league and the A team made up of Primaries 5, 6 and 7 are third in their league. 

As always Finzean Primary Schools football regularly need to replace and renew equipment like goals, balls, bibs and cones.

Anyone who would be willing to help with a contribution towards the cost of the equipment should contact Davie Hector (850453) or Kevin Strachan (850717)
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Sunday 14th June 2009 Family Fun Day and Primary School Football Tournament commencing at 1.00pm at Farquharson Park, Finzean.  The football will be split into 2 sections, Primary 1-4 and Primary 5-7, with teams coming from local small schools that should provide healthy competition and entertaining fair. Attractions such as Bouncy Castles and Slides, BBQ, Cake & Candy, Bottle Stall, Hamper Raffle will run alongside the football. Donations for hampers would be gratefully appreciated and could be dropped off at either Wendy Hector (Tel: 850453) or Hazel Strachan (Tel: 850717) before Friday 12th June 2009. We will set up for the fun day on the Sunday at 9.30am and any helpers would be warmly welcomed. Please note that no cars will be allowed in or out of the park after 12.15pm for safety reasons.
finzean estate farm shop & tearoom
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FINZEAN ESTATE

FARM SHOP & TEAROOM
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The Finzean Estate Farm Shop & Tearoom celebrated its third anniversary at Easter and Catriona and Kate Farquharson would like to take this opportunity to thank all local residents for their continued support.   The Farm Shop, which is open seven days, continues to grow and now employs more than twenty local staff, including twelve Finzean and Strachan students.

Calum will start off the BBQ season with the first of his monthly BBQs on Sunday, 26th April from 12 noon until 2pm.   Join us on the last Sunday of each month throughout the summer for delicious, mouth watering steak sandwiches and burgers.

Have you thought about the Farm Shop for that last minute gift for a child’s party or an adult birthday present?   We may just have what you’re looking for with our wide selection of books, fine wines, paintings, gifts and toys.   Or, give a Farm Shop Gift Voucher – a very welcome present!   We introduce new and exciting ranges regularly and, if there is something a customer requests, we do our utmost to source and stock it – please, just ask us.

Open seven days – Monday to Saturday 9am until 5pm

Sunday 12 noon until 5pm




































� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���





Picture left are the Finzean C Team and below the Finzean B Team after their last match at Drumoak




















Family Fun Day and Football Tournament
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