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May 2009
Welcome to this edition of Strachan Today.  As I write the sun is glistening from the flowing Feugh and the fields, trees and hills are a riot of bright colours. And where better to see the colours than in the gardens of Strachan Cottages, taking you to the start of the new footpath linking the School to the Village Hall.

Our website www.strachantoday.org is really taking shape and the School Calendar is well worth a look to see the lively animations provided by our webmaster Philip Marno. If you have any suggestions or items to include, please contact him on webmaster@strachantoday.org
The Strachan Book Group has held its second meeting - read more about it on page 2.

Some of the village activities such as the Scottish Country Dancing and Bowling Club have now taken a break until the autumn. You can see the Bowling Club results and a photograph of the winners on page 2.
Whilst the sun continues to shine, you might like to think about shaking out your tent, dusting your caravan and booking your place at the Strachan Village Camp (see this page). 
Mark Hagger (Strachan Paths Group and leader of Walking to Health – Banchory) is cycling with his friend Dave Watson from Lands End to John O’Groats. Details of how you can help them raise funds for British Heart Foundation are on page 3. 

If you have any suggestions to improve the newsletter, comments, or maybe contribute to it, do not hesitate to contact me on 850581 or lby.strachan@gmail.com.  Photos are always welcome to add colour to news of village life.


Lesley Young
Many thanks to
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for printing this edition
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Calendar of events - May 2009
Friday 1 May –Strachan School closed 

Sunday 3 May
11am: Service (Birse and Feughside Church)
Monday 4 May  Bank Holiday – School closed
Tuesday 5 May – School In service day
Thursday 7 May
Deeside Village Hopper (from former Post Office)
Saturday 10 May

10.00 Strachan Junior Football Team Training
Sunday 10 May
11am: Service (Birse and Feughside Church)
Monday 11 May 9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)

Thursday 14 May
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Saturday 16 May

10.00 Strachan Junior Football Team Training
Sunday 17 May
11am: Service (Birse and Feughside Church)

Monday 18 May
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
Thursday 21 May
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
7.30 to 9.30 pm: Rural Business meeting with entertainment by Finzean SWRI
Saturday 23 May
10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*
Sunday 24 May
11am: Service (Birse and Feughside Church)

Monday 25 May 9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office
Thursday 28 May

Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Saturday 30 May

10.00 Strachan Junior Football Team Training
Sunday 31 May

11am: Service (Birse and Feughside Church)
Thursday 4 June
European Elections - Strachan Hall in use as Polling Station
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This month’s picture is by Heather Clark age 11 











Would you like your child to draw for Strachan Today? Just ring Lesley on 850581





Strachan Village Camp


Takes place from Friday 5th June – Monday 8th June


At Sandend Caravan and Campsite -Near Portsoy


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://guide.visitscotland.com/vs/images/ACC/87/ACC34487Svs/3006707a_2.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


This lovely campsite is right on the beach with coastal walks and cycling routes 


Please come along and join in the fun!


�Tourers or campers are invited for the whole weekend or just one night.


Visitors for a day are also welcome


It's a great way of getting to know people in our community.


The Strachan Village Camp tradition goes back over 20 years and the next one will be in September.


 For more information and to reserve your pitch, please contact Julia Clark on 820096 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:juliahelenclark@yahoo.co.uk" ��juliahelenclark@yahoo.co.uk�





Do you have any vouchers?





Strachan School are collecting the following vouchers:





Tesco Computers for Schools


Sainsbury’s Active Kids


Nestle Box Tops for Books


The Times and Sunday Times Books for Schools.





If you receive any, please


hand in at the school


give to anyone connected with the school 


Drop off at Julia Clark’s, Pennine House, (opposite the Silver Ladies Caravan Park.)





Thank you!





Bus information


Deeside Village Hopper    Thursdays (On request, could deviate from route - (013398 85222) 


Aboyne (Coop)		09.35	13.35 			Banchory (High St)	11.20	15.05


Finzean			09.55	13.55 			Strachan			11.30	15.15


Strachan			10.05	14.05 			Finzean			11.35	15.25


Banchory (High St)	10.15	14.15 			Aboyne (Coop)		11.55	16.00


Aberdeenshire Council Local Service 204


Monday to Friday (Travel line (0871 200 2233) - Leaves Strachan 07.35 to Aberdeen; 


Leaves Aberdeen 17.20


65 Special – Dial A Trip Service


Strachan routes: Tuesdays to Banchory; 1st Thursday in month to Aberdeen; 3rd Thursday in month to Porthleven and Stonehaven.


To book seat (48 hours notice if possible) or for information: (01569 765765 or 013398 87070























� Mark Hagger and Dave Walton are cycling from Lands End to John o’Groats from 20 May to 1 June 2009 to raise funds for the British Heart Foundation


There are two ways you can help Mark and Dave:


There will be a Prize Draw with some splendid prizes, including 


Sony 32” LCD-TV donated by Streamtec


Sony digital camera donated by Vision Sound & Light


DVDs of James Bond films (signed by Guy Hamilton) donated  by Director’s Cut


Word Festival goody bag donated by the Word Team


Various bottles of whisky and wine


Tickets cost only £1 each - contact Mark (823418) or Dave (01224 273969). Draw takes place on 15th May 2009


Alternatively if you wish to sponsor them Please make your contributions at:


� HYPERLINK "http://justgiving.com/davidwalton2" �http://justgiving.com/davidwalton2� All donations to the website will include a raffle entry


Catch up with their news at blog site � HYPERLINK "http://newtdavelejog.blogspot.com/" \o "http://newtdavelejog.blogspot.com/" \t "_parent" �http://newtdavelejog.blogspot.com� 





Strachan Paths Group 


Mr Mark Hagger (823418 


Mr Stirling Marshall (850439 


Under 5’s 


Mrs Pamela Clarke (850727


Strachan School


Mr Paul Wilson (of Drumoak School) Acting Headteacher (850231


Mrs Audrey Donaldson (P1-3 Teacher); Miss Linda Murray (Classroom Assistant); Mrs Linda Yule (School Administrator); Mrs Dianne Duncan (Support for Learning);  Jackie Seam (Lunchtime Auxillary & Canteen) 


Parental Forum


Meets early each term


School Council


Mrs Fiona Daines (Chairman)


Mrs Arlene MacFarlane (Secretary)


Mrs Jennifer Neish (Treasurer)


Portrait of our Time (“Poot”)


Mel Shand ( 850674 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:melanie.shand@gmail.com" �melanie.shand@gmail.com� 








Who to contact


Birse-Feughside Church


(covers parishes of Strachan and Birse)


Rev Jack Holt


The Manse, Finzean (850237


Bowling Club


New members welcome on Monday evenings


Mrs Elma Duncan (Secretary) (820399


Mrs Lesley Smith (Treasurer) (823284


Feughdee West Community Council


Mr Alistair Stenhouse (Chairman)


Scottish Country Dancing Club


Mrs Sarah Richards (850613


SWRI (“Rural”)


Mrs Aileen Black (824781 (President)


Strachan Hall Committee


Sam Wylde (Chair) (850655


Mrs Arlene Thomson (booking secretary)


(850324


Mr David MacFarlane (Treasurer) (850657


Strachan Junior Football Club


Mr David MacFarlane (850657 








Newsletter compiled by Lesley Young, 9 Feugh View, Strachan (850581 �HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com"�lby.strachan@gmail.com�











This month’s picture is by 


Would you like your child to draw for Strachan Today? Just ring Lesley on 850581





Strachan Book Group


On 20 April we had a lively discussion on The Idea of Perfection by Kate Grenville. Most of us enjoyed the book, although some felt the style of writing was unusual and even distracting. The description of the Australian outback helped us to the feel the heat and dust of the place, while the main characters raised many questions. It was an enjoyable evening, helped along by tea and home made cake!


Our next book is Dreams From My Father by Barack Obama.


We will meet again on Monday 18 May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall to discuss this novel. 


If you would like to join us, give me a call on 850581 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com" ��lby.strachan@gmail.com� 





Strachan Bowling Club ended their 2008/9 season with their Dinner Dance on 27 March. The trophies were presented by David Stewart, President of Drumoak Bowling Club. On the left of the front row are Bob England and Elma Duncan, winners of Mens and Ladies Singles.


Other competitions were won by Aileen Black, Ness Morrison, George Booth, Sandy Ogston, Jim Donald, William Duncan and Ian Stutter.





�








