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Summer 2009
Welcome to the Summer edition of Strachan Today.  Let’s hope the sun will shine, not just for the village campers at Sandend Caravan and Campsite but for those of us holidaying here in Scotland and further afield.

This is the summer of Homecoming Scotland so look out for special events taking place in our beautiful villages and towns. Don’t forget if you have any special moments or photos you’d like to share of your summer, we can include them in the newsletter or publish them on our website www.strachantoday.org.

As you can see there is an important meeting in the Village Hall on 18 June to take a look at possible plans to develop our village. Do come along and share your views with your Community Councillors. 

Have a wonderful summer.
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Calendar of events - June 2009
Sunday 31 May

Last date for registering your septic tank ((01738 448414)
Monday 1 June
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)

Thursday 4 June
7am to 10pm: European Parliament Elections (Village Hall)
•Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Friday 5 June to Monday 8 June
Village Camp (near Portsoy)
Saturday 6 June
10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*

Sunday 7 June
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church)

Monday 8 June
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
Thursday 11 June
•Deeside Village Hopper (from former Post Office)
Saturday 13 June
10.00: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*
Sunday 14 June
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church)
•Strachan Junior Football Team:  Finzean Fun Day competition 
Monday 15 June
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office) 
•Strachan Junior Football Team: Burnett Cup (Crathes School)
Thursday 18 June
•Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
•Rural Summer Outing

7.30: Feughdee West Community Council open meeting (Village Hall)
Sunday 21 June
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church)
Monday 22 June
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
7.30pm: Book Group (Larachmhor)
Thursday 25 June
•Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Sunday 28 June
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church) 
Monday 29 June
9.30-11.30am: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
Friday 3 July
End of school term 

Tuesday 18 August
Start of school term

*On pitch, unless unplayable, in which case, Village Hall

A new Head for Strachan School


Welcome to Strachan School's new Acting Head, Fiona Ross.  She started on 18th May and will be teaching the older class 3 days a week.  We hope she has a great time with us!





�


This plan may affect you


Aberdeenshire Council has published the “Main Issues Report” and is seeking views on it. Meetings have been arranged to help you understand what the plan might mean to you. 


Feughdee West Community Council will hold meetings on 18 June (Strachan Village Hall) and 23 June (Inchmarlo Village Hall), both starting at 7.30pm.





Aberdeenshire Council is also holding meetings to explain the report. The nearest meeting will be on 9 June at Burnett Arms Hotel, starting at 7pm.














Next edition of Strachan Today will be September – deadline for copy is 18 August 2009








Bus information


Deeside Village Hopper    Thursdays (On request, could deviate from route - (013398 85222)


Aboyne (Coop)		09.35	13.35 			Banchory (High St)	11.20	15.05


Finzean			09.55	13.55 			Strachan			11.30	15.15


Strachan			10.05	14.05 			Finzean			11.35	15.25


Banchory (High St)	10.15	14.15 			Aboyne (Coop)		11.55	16.00


Aberdeenshire Council Local Service 204


Monday to Friday (Travel line (0871 200 2233) - Leaves Strachan 07.35 to Aberdeen; 


Leaves Aberdeen 17.20


65 Special – Dial A Trip Service


Strachan routes: Tuesdays to Banchory; 1st Thursday in month to Aberdeen; 3rd Thursday in month to Porthleven and Stonehaven.


To book seat (48 hours notice if possible) or for information: (01569 765765 or 013398 87070








�


Good luck to Strachan resident Mark Hagger who, together with Dave Walton, is cycling from Lands End to John o’Groats between 20 May to 1 June 2009 in support of the British Heart Foundation





Your chance to comment on future planning in your area


Aberdeenshire Council published the “Main Issues Report” on 18 May 2009 and you have until 6 July to comment on it. The Report contains proposals submitted by developers for consideration and many will result in new dwellings being built.  The Scottish Government is committed to raising the rate of house building to increase the supply of the right homes in the right places. There are a number of proposals which are preferred for development and numerous others which are technically possible for development.  For example:


Strachan –  the land behind Dalbrek, the village hall and the cemetery (development of 15 houses plus business)


Belts of Collonach - (5 houses)


Mains of Invery - ( 9 houses)


Inchmarlo – 60 houses, health care facility, leisure facility and cooking school


Auchattie – numerous proposals are technically possible but not preferred.


For more information see �HYPERLINK "http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/localplan_new/issues/index.asp"�http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/localplan_new/issues/index.asp� or visit Banchory Library. 


Feughdee West Community Council have organised two meetings. Please come along to these meetings to consider the proposals which could affect your community and make your views known to your Community Councillors. Aberdeenshire Council is also holding meetings to explain the report (see page 1 – other local meetings are on 3 June in Aboyne Community Centre and 17 June in Learney Town Hall, Torphins).





Congratulations to the ten children from Strachan School who completed their Scottish Cycle Training Scheme on 6th May.  Parents helped with the training sessions all of which took place on the roads in Strachan.  Hopefully what the children have learned over the past few weeks will help them to be more aware of other road users and traffic and will help them to keep safe. Thank you to all those motorists who drove carefully and considerately while we were training!! 


Photo: Julia Clark








�	EUROPEAN ELECTION THURSDAY 4TH JUNE


Voting is from 7am to 10pm at Strachan Village Hall (Strachan, except Blackhall) and Banchory Guide Hall (Blackhall).


The UK is divided into regions and Scotland is one constituency, represented by six MEPs. You only have one vote (unlike the Scottish Parliamentary and Local Elections). You have twelve parties (and one independent candidate to choose from). The twelve parties are: Conservative (CON), Labour (LAB), Liberal Democrat (LD), Green (GRN), Scottish National Party (SNP), British National Party (BNP), Scottish Socialist Party (SSP), Socialist Labour Party (SLP), Christian Party – Christian People’s Alliance (CPCPA), NO2EU, Jury Team (JT) United Kingdom Independent Party (UKIP).  


Each party has a priority list, usually of six individuals (you can see full information at  � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/8040047.stm#scotland" �http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/8040047.stm#scotland� . In practice, only the top one or two individuals of any party at most are likely to be successful – the 2004 election resulted in seven Scottish MEPs being elected (two Conservative, two Labour, one Liberal Democrat and two SNP), five of whom are standing again.











Strachan Paths Group 


Mark Hagger (823418 


Stirling Marshall (850439 


Under 5’s 


Pamela Clarke (850727


Strachan School


Fiona Ross, Acting Headteacher (850231


Linda Yule (School Administrator) � HYPERLINK "mailto:strachan.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk" ��strachan.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk� 


Parental Forum


Meets early each term


School Council


Fiona Daines (Chairman)


Arlene MacFarlane (Secretary)


Jennifer Neish (Treasurer)


Portrait of our Time (“Poot”)


Mel Shand ( 850674 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:melanie.shand@gmail.com" �melanie.shand@gmail.com� 








Who to contact


Birse-Feughside Church


(covers parishes of Strachan and Birse)


Rev Jack Holt


The Manse, Finzean (850237


Bowling Club


New members welcome on Monday evenings


Elma Duncan (Secretary) (820399


Lesley Smith (Treasurer) (823284


Feughdee West Community Council


Alistair Stenhouse (Chairman)


Scottish Country Dancing Club


Sarah Richards (850613


SWRI (“Rural”)


Aileen Black (824781 


Strachan Hall Committee


Sam Wylde (Chairman) (850655


Arlene Thomson (booking secretary)


(850324


David MacFarlane (Treasurer) (850657


Strachan Junior Football Club


David MacFarlane (850657 








Newsletter compiled by Lesley Young, 9 Feugh View, Strachan (850581 �HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com"�lby.strachan@gmail.com�





� Well done to Strachan resident Jean Allen who was presented with the Scouting Association’s Award for Merit for more than 10 years’ outstanding service. Jean has been active in Deeside Scouting since becoming a Cub Leader in 1992.





Strachan Book Group continues to flourish. Our book for June is Home by Marilynne Robinson (shortlisted for the Orange Prize 2009). We will discuss this on 22 June at the home of Sarah Richards at 7.30pm (contact Lesley Young on 850581 for more information)





�If you miss June's village camp (or can’t wait for the next!), we will be holding another, mid-September in Aviemore (not sure of exact dates yet) – contact Julia Clark (820096 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:juliahelenclark@yahoo.co.uk" �juliahelenclark@yahoo.co.uk�). 





Many thanks for printing this edition to


�





�Congratulations to Jenny and Andy Neish on the safe arrival of their baby daughter on Saturday 16th May, weighing 7lb 12oz








bags2school 


There will be another bags2school collection from Strachan School on Wednesday 9 September 2009 at 10.30am. Bags will arrive in the school the week of the 22nd June 2009. Please clear out and help us raise more money for the school. We raised £184.00 with the last collection, so a big thank you to all who contributed








