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September 2009
Welcome to the September edition of Strachan Today. We have certainly seen a mixture of weather this summer but I hope, nonetheless that you managed to find time to relax. The calendar is starting to fill up again but this year, alongside the normal activities, the Portrait of our Time (POOT) really gets underway – see the side panel for more information. Also, look out for the POOT website – it is under construction and can be found at http://www.portrait-of-our-time.co.uk/ . Don’t forget our website at http://www.strachantoday.org/ . The two sites are complementary and together give a full picture of news and events.
I am delighted to have received Dilys Hudson’s article and photo of Richard Fowlie “our postie”. Local news items are always welcome.

Any offers of help with printing our Newsletter would also be gratefully received. And don’t forget if you’d like an e-mail copy just let me know on lby.strachan@gmail.com. 

Lesley Young
[image: image1.jpg]



Marian Buchan’s garden brightening up our summer!
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Calendar of events - September 2009
Wednesday 2 September
7.30pm Strachan Hall Committee AGM (Village Hall)
Thursday 3 September
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Friday 4 September
Saturday 5 September
10am: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*

Sunday 6 September
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church)

Monday 7 September
9.30-11.30: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
Thursday 10 September
Deeside Village Hopper (from former Post Office)
Friday 11 September
Strachan Village Camp (see page 2)

Saturday 12 September
10am: Portrait of our Time exhibition opens at B&F Church, Finzean (runs until 20 Sept) 

10am: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*
Sunday 13 September
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church)
Monday 14 September
9.30-11.30: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office) 
Tuesday 15 September
7pm: Wee Stories Theatre Company at Finzean Hall (see page 1)
Thursday 17 September
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
7.30 Rural “Guide Dogs for the Blind”
Sunday 20 September
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church)
Monday 21 September
9.30-11.30: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
Thursday 24 September
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Saturday 26 September

10am: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*

Sunday 27 September
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church) 
Monday 28 September
9.30-11.30: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
*On pitch, unless unplayable, in which case, Village Hall

The Strachan Book Group continued to meet during July and August, reading and discussing “Time in Carnbeg” short stories by Ronald Frame and “The Other Hand” by Chris Cleave. Both books were from the list chosen for discussion at Banchory Book Group Day in November.  Check the Strachan Website for September meeting or give me a call on 850581.





���


A Portrait of Our Time 


Many people in Strachan will have taken part in the “Portrait of Our Time“ project by having their photos taken at their “ain front door” This major community arts and heritage project also involves the communities of Birse‚ Ballogie‚ & Finzean. Now you can see the results of this work in an exhibition of more than 250 photographic portraits‚ audio interviews‚ video footage and archive pictures. The exhibition will be at Birse and Feughside Parish Church, Finzean from September 12 to 20.


Exhibition opening hours are:


Sep 12th�
10:00 -17:00�
�
Sep 13th�
13:00 -17:00�
�
Sep 14th�
10:00 -16:00�
�
Sep 15th�
10:00 -16:00�
�
Sep 16th�
10:00 -20:00�
�
Sep 17th�
10:00 -16:00�
�
Sep 18th�
Closed�
�
Sep 19th�
10:00 -17:00�
�
Sep 20th�
13:00 -16:00�
�
Also, you may wish to note that Wee Stories Theatre Company will be performing the play “The Sun, The Moon and a boy called River” at Finzean Hall on 15 September at 7pm. Tickets: 850674





Next edition of Strachan Today will be October – deadline for copy is 18 September 2009








Bus information


Deeside Village Hopper    Thursdays (On request, could deviate from route - (013398 85222)


Aboyne (Coop)		09.35	13.35 			Banchory (High St)	11.20	15.05


Finzean			09.55	13.55 			Strachan			11.30	15.15


Strachan			10.05	14.05 			Finzean			11.35	15.25


Banchory (High St)	10.15	14.15 			Aboyne (Coop)		11.55	16.00


Aberdeenshire Council Local Service 204


Monday to Friday (Travel line (0871 200 2233) - Leaves Strachan 07.35 to Aberdeen; 


Leaves Aberdeen 17.20


65 Special – Dial A Trip Service


Strachan routes: Tuesdays to Banchory; 1st Thursday in month to Aberdeen; 3rd Thursday in month to Porthleven and Stonehaven.


To book seat (48 hours notice if possible) or for information: (01569 765765 or 013398 87070








�





STRACHAN HALL COMMITTEE AGM 


THURSDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 2009, 7.30 PM in VILLAGE HALL (Followed by Committee Meeting at 8pm) The Strachan Hall Committee AGM is open to all. New Committee members are always welcome. Just come along or give Sam Wylde (Chairman) a call on 850655.
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POSTIE RETIRES


After working as a postman for 33 years, the last twelve serving the communities of Strachan, Glen Dye and Finzean, Richard Fowlie fastened his mailbag for the last time on August 28th.


Born and brought up at Bowbutts Farm in Strachan (his mother was Gladys Neish); Richard attended the village school and began his working life delivering milk from the farm to local households. After a spell in the hotel industry, he became a ‘postie’ in 1976.


Richard has seen many changes: “The winter weather was a lot worse then” he says, recalling traipsing along farm tracks blocked by snow and ice and having his Royal Mail Land Rover dug out of snowdrifts during the winter months.


Today’s casual and comfortable fleece jacket and baseball cap are a far cry from the formal navy gabardine suit and compulsory hat and tie which were uniform when he first became a ‘postie’.


The volume of personal mail and parcels has dropped substantially, with a sharp increase ‘circulars’ (Richard refuses to use the term ‘junk mail’). He has been bitten by dogs more than 6 times, but only once seriously.


On a typical round, Richard drove about 70 miles, delivering 400 items to between 220 and 250 households. Christmas was, of course, much busier.


Richard intends to enjoy his retirement but will continue his part-time job as a barman at the British Legion Club in Banchory.


Although pleased to be changing course, he says he will miss the friendliness of the communities he has served over the years. Many have said that he will be “a hard act to follow”. Thank you, Richard, and Happy Days!
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Photo from June’s 


Village Camp at


Portsoy








Strachan Paths Group 


Mark Hagger (823418 


Stirling Marshall (850439 


Under 5’s 


Pamela Clarke (850727


Strachan School


Fiona Ross, Acting Headteacher (850231


Linda Yule (School Administrator) � HYPERLINK "mailto:strachan.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk" ��strachan.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk� 


Parental Forum


Meets early each term


School Council


Fiona Daines (Chairman)


Arlene MacFarlane (Secretary)


Jennifer Neish (Treasurer)


Portrait of our Time (“Poot”)


Mel Shand ( 850674 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:melanie.shand@gmail.com" �melanie.shand@gmail.com� 








Who to contact


Birse-Feughside Church


(covers parishes of Strachan and Birse)


Rev Jack Holt


The Manse, Finzean (850237


Bowling Club


New members welcome on Monday evenings


Elma Duncan (Secretary) (820399


Lesley Smith (Treasurer) (823284


Feughdee West Community Council


Alistair Stenhouse (Chairman)


Scottish Country Dancing Club


Sarah Richards (850613


SWRI (“Rural”)


Aileen Black (824781 


Strachan Hall Committee


Sam Wylde (Chairman) (850655


Arlene Thomson (booking secretary)


(850324


David MacFarlane (Treasurer) (850657


Strachan Junior Football Club


David MacFarlane (850657 








Newsletter compiled by Lesley Young, 9 Feugh View, Strachan (850581 �HYPERLINK "mailto:lby.strachan@gmail.com"�lby.strachan@gmail.com�








Update on Development Plan


Many of you attended the meeting in Strachan on 18 June. The Main Issues Report was published for a seven week consultation, the closing date being 6 July 2009. The next step is for Aberdeenshire Council to develop a “Proposed Plan”, likely to be published around February 2010. This will be advertised and objections to the plan invited. If planners cannot resolve objections, a Scottish Government Reporter will consider them. The Reporter will hold a public inquiry where necessary and will advise Aberdeenshire Council. 





Can you sing or dance? Why not come along to the DMS sing through of “Copacabana” on Monday 14 September at 7.30. Ring 013398 87471 for more information.� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images3a.snapfish.com/232323232%7Ffp73254%3Enu%3D3394%3E245%3E%3A98%3EWSNRCG%3D3272%3C%3B%3A74%3A333nu0mrj" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��





Many thanks for printing this edition to


�





The Strachan Village Camp


will take place at Findhorn Sands Caravan Park, Findhorn, Moray from Friday 11 until Sunday 13 September. Tourers and tents welcome - bookings should be made by contacting the site on 01309 690324


More info about this caravan/camping park is available on their web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.findhornsands.co.uk" �www.findhornsands.co.uk��There are pubs/cafés, grocery store, bakery and fish & chip shop within a few minutes walk.  The site is also right near the beach.�There are also B&B facilities in the village too - if anyone wants to cheat!!


Please call Julia if you need more information or intend to come along!�Happy Camping, Julia (01330) 820096 or juliahelenclark@yahoo.co.uk
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Still Life by Isabelle, age 15








