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October 2009
Welcome to the October edition of Strachan Today. Firstly an apology if this Newsletter has reached you a little later in the month.

September was a particularly hectic time in the Young household as we sent our eldest daughter off to Dundee University. We then embarked on our very own “Homecoming” project: with the help and support of Heather Morrison of the Forget Me Not Club, brought my mother from her Care Home in Canterbury to Alastrean Nursing Home in Aboyne. She was raised in Drumoak and her first job was in the Bank House, Arbeadie Road, Banchory, so I am very happy that, after a 14 hour car journey, she is now being very well taken care of just a short journey from Strachan.
Talking of the Forget Me Not Club, you will see that Lil Morrison ran her first half marathon for the club at the age of 67. This has got me thinking – are there any more would be runners or joggers in our village, who would like to meet during the day for a short run? If you’d like to give it a try, please give me a call on 850581 and maybe we can have a Strachan Jogging or Running group?

Philip Marno has been very busy working on the Strachan website. If you haven’t visited the site for a while it is well worth a look, just follow the link to www.strachantoday.org
Any offers of help with printing our Newsletter would also be gratefully received. And don’t forget if you’d like an e-mail copy just let me know on lby.strachan@gmail.com. 

Lesley Young
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Calendar of events - October 2009
Thursday 1 October
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Friday 2 October
Macmillan Coffee Morning 

9.30-11.00 (Village Hall)
Saturday 3 October
10am: Strachan Junior Football Team Training * 

7pm Social evening with Andy Hall (Birse & Feughside Church)

Sunday 4 October
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church)
7.30pm Living the Story (Birse & Feughside Church) 
Monday 5 October
9.30-11.30: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
7.30: Bowling Club (Village Hall)
Thursday 8 October
Deeside Village Hopper (from former Post Office)
Friday 9 October
Last day of school term 
Saturday 10 October
10am: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*
Sunday 11 October
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church)
Monday 12 October
9.30-11.30: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office) 
7.30: Bowling Club (Village Hall)

Thursday 15 October
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
7.30: Rural: “Cold Sweets” (Village Hall)
Sunday 18 October
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church)
Monday 19 October
9.30-11.30: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
7.30: Bowling Club (Village Hall)

Thursday 22 October
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
Sunday 25 October
11am: Service (Birse & Feughside Church) 
Monday 26 October
Start of school winter term

9.30-11.30: Under 5’s Group (Old Post Office)
7.30: Strachan Book Group 
7.30: Bowling Club (Village Hall)
Tuesday 27 October

2.30pm Living the Story 

(Birse & Feughside Church)

Wednesday 28 October

7.30pm Living the Story
(Birse & Feughside Church)

Thursday 29 October
Deeside Village Hopper operates from former Post Office
7.30 FWCC Information Meetings

(see advertisement for details)

Friday 30 October

6.30 – 8.00 Halloween Disco 

(Village Hall)

Saturday 31 October

10am: Strachan Junior Football Team Training*
*On pitch, unless unplayable, in which case, Village Hall

The Strachan Book Group met in September and discussed “The Other Hand” by Chris Cleave (one of the books from the list chosen for discussion at Banchory Book Group Day in November). The book for September was "The Secret Scripture" by Sebastian Barry. This month’s book is "The Return" by Victoria Hislop which will be discussed at our meeting on 26 October. Check the Strachan Website for information and reviews on these books. Interested in joining us? Call Lesley ( 850581.





Presentations in Village Hall on 29 October


Affordable housing 


� 


Come and hear Emma Binns, Aberdeenshire Rural Housing Enabler (ARHE), present her research project of Strachan housing needs (to be carried out towards the end of the year). 


The ARHE project aims to improve affordable housing opportunities in rural Aberdeenshire.


Banchory Community Learning and Development


Presentation by Alison Ritchie and Linda Gray.


Both presentations organized by Feughdee West Community Council at Strachan Village Hall on 29 October, beginning at 7.30pm.





Next edition of Strachan Today will be November – deadline for copy is 19 October 2009








Bus information


Deeside Village Hopper    Thursdays (On request, could deviate from route - (013398 85222)


Aboyne (Coop)		09.35	13.35 			Banchory (High St)	11.20	15.05


Finzean			09.55	13.55 			Strachan			11.30	15.15


Strachan			10.05	14.05 			Finzean			11.35	15.25


Banchory (High St)	10.15	14.15 			Aboyne (Coop)		11.55	16.00


Aberdeenshire Council Local Service 204


Monday to Friday (Travel line (0871 200 2233) - Leaves Strachan 07.35 to Aberdeen; 


Leaves Aberdeen 17.20


65 Special – Dial A Trip Service


Strachan routes: Tuesdays to Banchory; 1st Thursday in month to Aberdeen; 3rd Thursday in month to Porthleven and Stonehaven.


To book seat (48 hours notice if possible) or for information: (01569 765765 or 013398 87070





� Strachan School is collecting vouchers which will provide new books for the school library. You can help by collecting the special tokens printed in The Times and The Sunday Times until 6 December. You can send your tokens to the school or give to anyone connected with the school. Why not ask your employer or other local businesses to collect on the school’s behalf as well? Please make sure we have all your tokens by 11 December.
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Strachan Indoor Bowling Club season starts again on Monday 5 October at 7.30 in the Village Hall. New members are welcome – contact Elma Duncan on ( 820399 or Lesley Smith on ( 823284





POOT exhibition a great success


Many Strachan residents featured in the Portrait of our Time (POOT) exhibition held at Birse and Feughside Church from 12 to 20 September. The high standard of the exhibition was frequently mentioned by the several hundred visitors. The book of the exhibition which provides a permanent souvenir of the project proved very popular. Mel Shand, who conceived the initial idea, took the photographs and drove the project forward, commented “It was a real challenge getting everything ready in time but the response has been fantastic”. 


One permanent benefit of the project is the POOT website – visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.portrait-of-our-time.co.uk/home.asp" �http://www.portrait-of-our-time.co.uk/home.asp� - which will give up to date information for all the local communities, as well as a link to our own Strachan Today website. 





Strachan School’s Macmillan coffee morning will be held in Strachan Village Hall 9.30-11.00on 2 October. Coffee and cakes plus several stalls. 








�








Strachan Junior Football Club


David MacFarlane (850657


Strachan Paths Group 


Mark Hagger (823418 


Stirling Marshall (850439 


Under 5’s 


Pamela Clarke (850727


Strachan School


Fiona Ross, Acting Headteacher (850231


Linda Yule (School Administrator) � HYPERLINK "mailto:strachan.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk" ��strachan.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk� 


Parental Forum


Meets early each term


School Council


Fiona Daines (Chairman)


Arlene MacFarlane (Secretary)


Jennifer Neish (Treasurer)


Portrait of our Time (“Poot”)


Mel Shand ( 850674 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:melanie.shand@gmail.com" �melanie.shand@gmail.com� 





�


Free to a good home: Strachan hall piano and old electric organ. If you are interested, ring Sam Wilde ( 850655.
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Strachan Village Hall news


Congratulations to the 200 Club Winners: £50 Pat Nile (193); £30 Graham Mann (64); £15 Caroline Clephan (44); £15 David Pilbeam (68); £15 Helen Close (181)


Hogmanay Ceilidh


Advance notice of this popular event to put in your diaries – look out for more information in November's Newsletter and on our website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.strachantoday.org" �www.strachantoday.org� )





Liz Jones from Aboyne (pictured), brought 8 week old Pascoe to Strachan Rural’s September meeting for her talk about training guide dogs for the blind. Liz is an experienced puppy walker and talked about turning a cute bundle of fur into a working guide dog. After her talk, Liz sold Christmas cards on behalf of this worthwhile charity. For more information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.guidedogs.org.uk" �www.guidedogs.org.uk� .





Roger Eames recovering well at home


Roger, well known by many local residents as the long time editor and distributor of Strachan Today, is recovering well from a heart attack and is now at home. Rosalind and Roger are grateful for the many good wishes from people in the village.





�





Lil steps out for Forget me not Club!


Lil Morrison, the mother of Strachan resident Audrey Gray, ran her first half marathon in Elgin on Sunday 13 September, at the age of 67!! She finished in a time of 2hr 08min 57 sec – 20 minutes faster than she expected. Lil is collecting sponsorship for her run for the Forget me not Club. Anyone wishing to sponsor her can still do so until mid October either by visiting her web page at � HYPERLINK "http://www.justgiving.com/Lil-Morrison" \t "_blank" �www.justgiving.com/Lil-Morrison� or by contacting Heather Morrison on (850625 or Audrey Gray on (822053. 





Who to contact


Birse-Feughside Church


(covers parishes of Strachan and Birse)


Rev Jack Holt


The Manse, Finzean (850237


Bowling Club


New members welcome on Monday evenings


Elma Duncan (Secretary) (820399


Lesley Smith (Treasurer) (823284


Feughdee West Community Council


Alistair Stenhouse (Chairman)


Scottish Country Dancing Club


Sarah Richards (850613


SWRI (“Rural”)


Aileen Black (824781 


Strachan Hall Committee


Sam Wylde (Chairman) (850655


Arlene Thomson (booking secretary)


(850324


David MacFarlane (Treasurer) (850657





�





�





Strachan School’s Halloween Disco will be held on Friday 30 October in Strachan Village Hall from 6.30-8.00. All welcome. There will be a Lantern Competition, games and adult and children’s fancy dress.


�





�








