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This year the now annual Bonfire Display takes place on (surprise, surprise!) the 5th of November.  The bonfire will be lit at 6pm with the fireworks taking to the skies at 6.30pm.  

Soup, Donna’s Stovies and hot dogs will be available for supper and glow sticks and 

sparklers will be on sale to entertain the kids.  

This years Fireworks will be sponsored by Finzean Community Association. 

The Association would like to thank local tradesmen Craig Thow, Electrical Contractor and Davie Hector, Joiner, and Finzean Dancing Group for their kind sponsorship of the event in the past and their help in establishing the event within the community. Davie and Craig will continue to be involved with organising and orchestrating the firework display on the night.
The first firework that will be let off is in memory of Jonathan Gordon and was kindly donated by Angus & Judy Gordon
It is also hoped to have a ‘Hamper Raffle’ on the night to help raise funds.

Anyone who would like to contribute anything for the Hamper should drop it off at Hazel Strachan, Bloomfield (850717) or Wendy Hector, Taigh En Heir (850453) by Wednesday 3rd November.  

Anyone who would like to help on the night should contact Wendy (850453).  
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The Farmers Ball takes place again this year on Saturday 11th December 

at Finzean Hall so we look forward to seeing you for another fun evening. 

Tickets will go on sale early November so make sure you book early to 

avoid disappointment!
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Under 5’s
 

 Finzean Under Fives meet on a Thursday morning, All welcome.

Music group  Thursday 9.30am-9.50ish  : Songs & rhymes for tiny tots

Under Fives  10.00am 12.00noon- Free play, craft and snack

  

Halloween Party   Thursday 28th October 10.00am till 12ish Fancy dress please
CHILDREN IN NEED Friday 12th Nov (See Below)
Finzean Under Fives  -  Children in Need 2010
Afternoon Tea Party at Finzean Hall
Friday 12th November 2010   2:30pm to 4:30pm
Entry Fee - 2.00 adults/ 1.00 conc/kids - to include coffee/tea/juice and 1 or 2 bakes
Children to bring Teddy Bears for picnic
  

Christmas Party 16th Dec 10.00 till 12ish Fun Christmas craft & Games & maybe a visit from Santa

Mums Christmas night out 18th Dec @ Tor Na Coille 
FINZEAN ESTATE FARM SHOP & TEAROOM


The Finzean Farm Shop two-day Christmas Fair will be held on Saturday and Sunday, 27th and 28th November 2010.   There will be lots going on and something for everyone – fabulous Christmas gift ideas, delicious food and complimentary mulled wine or spiced apple juice.   Pick up a Christmas Order Form – one-stop shopping for all your Finzean Festive Food – a date for your diary.


Finzean Branch of the Scottish Women's Rural Institute, meets on the third Thursday of each month Sept to April at 7.30pm in Finzean Hall, new members always welcome.

Our Syllabus for 2010-2011
October 21st  Charity meeting with Sales Table

Competitions:  2 Oven scones and Favourite ornament
November 18th  Birthday party
December 2nd  Cookery demonstration by Moira Gordon.  

Competitions:  Bundle of cheese straws and Invite to a cheese and wine party
December 4th  This is our children’s Christmas party.
January 20th  Talk by Claire Auton on blood donation & challenges.

Competitions:  2 Oatcakes and Photograph of a sunset or sunrise
February 17th Meg's Attic, crafts
Competitions:  Welsh Cheesecake (pastry case, jam & sponge) and Article from odds and ends – not a toy
March 17th  Growing veg in small containers by Raemoir Garden Centre.

Competitions:  2 pieces of No bake tray cake and Hand tied posy
April 21st  This will be our business meeting Visitors: Aboyne SWRI
Competitions:  Marmalade and Syllabus for 2 months
A Year in Finzean
On the 19th of November a preview and launch of the DVD produced by Freida Morrison will be shown in Finzean Church at 7.30pm. This will feature many of the local personalities and the events which took place in Finzean during 2009. Admission is free and everyone is welcome.

BIRSE AND FEUGHSIDE PARISH CHURCH
The church gathers each week at 11am on Sunday mornings. There are refreshments served after the service in the Hall. News about the church is produced each week in our Newsletter and copies of this can be uplifted at the local shop. There is also a website www.birseandfeughside.org.uk through which the minister can be contacted by e-mail.

September was a busy month for the congregation. We once again hosted a birthday party (this year in Finzean Hall) for our community partners, the Forget-Me-Not Club. We welcomed back from Australia on a short visit Martin and Sally Atkins, former members of the church. A Supper evening with 70 people attending were treated to an evening of Andrew Lloyd Webber music played by our minister, Jack Holt, on the clarinet. 22 September marked the 16th anniversary of his coming to the parish. The church was the venue for the Deeside Camera Club for their NEOS exhibition. The new church calendar for 2011 with photographs taken by local photographers of the parish went on sale priced £5.50. There was a showing of a DVD debate between an atheist and a believer around the idea that God is not good.

Special Events and Services 

On the first Sunday of each calendar month there is a celebration of the sacrament of Communion which is open to all including children and to which everyone will be warmly welcomed.

This year’s Harvest Thanksgiving will be on Sunday 24 October when the congregation are invited to bring a gift of produce for the Harvest Table. These gifts are later distributed to the elderly across the parish, as well as to local hospitals and nursing homes. The service will also focus upon the work of the charity Tearfund in the country of Cambodia, working with poor rural families. There will be an opportunity for those attending to support this work with a special collection.

On Tuesday 26 October at 7.30pm in the church their will be the showing of a second DVD debate between Richard Dawkins (Biologist and atheist) and John Lennox (mathematician and believer) both professors at Oxford University on the theme: Has Science Buried God? Anyone interested in hearing the arguments is warmly invited to attend.

Remembrance Sunday is 14 November and the service begins slightly earlier at 10.45am so that we can join with the nation in the two minute silence at 11am. At the end of the service the congregation go outside and there is an act of remembrance at the war memorial attached to the church wall. While this service still focuses upon the dead of the two world wars, it is also an occasion for the local community to acknowledge those in our armed services still in active combat in Afghanistan. 

There will be another act of remembrance at the monument on Corsedarder Hill at 3pm organised by Birse Community Trust at which the local minister takes part.

The church will again produce its own materials that will be distributed across the parish at the end of November intimating its Christmas events and services. But we are pleased to announce that once again Finzean School shall be presenting a musical nativity story as part of our Christmas Family Service.

Our Advent services that include lighting the candles on the wreath begin on Sunday 28th November.

Church Calendar 2011

While this is produced by the church to raise funds, it is not a religious calendar but a local calendar. This full colour, high quality product contains striking pictures of the area taken by locals that cover the seasons of the year. This would make an ideal Christmas present for friends and family now living beyond the parish or for your own home. Copies are available to buy at the church at £5.50 and if you are interested please contact Sheena Littlejohn 01330 850329.

Finzean Primary School PTA

DIARY DATES! 
We will hold our annual Christmas Fair on November 27th at Finzean Hall 1-4pm. Stalls will include Christmas crafts, home produce, toys, books and much more. Come along for your afternoon tea and you just might see Santa too! 

All donations to the home baking/produce stall and raffle would be very much appreciated. 
To help with fundraising, the PTA holds six whist evenings and a family bingo night over the winter nights.  These nights are an extremely successful way of keeping liaisons with the community active and are thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated by all attendees, many of who are senior members of our community.

The dates for this year are as follows:

Whist Dates                              Bingo Dates


29th October 2010                   12th November 2010


19th November 2010                 18th March 2011





14th January 2011


25th February 2011


25th March 2011

                                             29th April 2011            

All are at Finzean Primary School starting at 7pm.

THE STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER!

Deeside Orchestra Concert

Sunday 21st November 3.00pm

Birse and Feughside Church, Finzean

Deeside Orchestra present their autumn concert in Birse and Feughside Church, Finzean on Sunday 21st November at 3.00pm. Billed as an afternoon of music from America, the orchestra will play a varied programme with an American theme. Tea and home baking will follow the concert.

The programme includes George Gershwin’s “An American in Paris”, Sousa’s march, “The Stars and Stripes Forever”, Largo from Dvorak’s New World Symphony, and Hoe Down from Aaron Copland’s Rodeo Suite, as well as a selection from the  award winning musical, Chicago.

Tickets for the concert cost £6 (children under 10 are free), and are available from orchestra members or at the door.
Finzean Hall Bookings      2010/11

The Finzean hall Bookings Diary will be held by the people listed below on the following months.  In order to make a booking, please contact the appropriate person.
Month




Name




Tel. No.

September & October

Kevin & Hazel Strachan

850717

November & December

Alan & Jane Bennett


850748

January & February


Colin & June Whyte   

850327



March & April



Davie & Wendy Hector

850453

May & June



Craig & Donna Thow


850421

July & August



Hector & Eydie Riddell

850220

PORTRAIT OF OUR TIME

POOT Film Club
As a direct result of our own Play in January the Hall was equipped with its own 3m pull down projection screen. Following a little more local sponsorship and thanks to some seed money from POOT and the NEXEN Community Fund, we have now purchased a shiny blue ray projector and an excellent set of speakers. Our inaugural showing saw 60 locals turn up with cushions and popcorn to enjoy Mamma Mia! Followed by the Dambusters and on 11th November we will screen “Amadeus” and 9th December - "UP". Entry is FREE and everyone is welcome, children must be supervised, refreshments are offered. If you have any suggestions for future films please let Mel or Guy know and they will be added to the list. Due to licencing restrictions we cannot publicly advertise the films but instead rely on word of mouth, your continued support and the POOT email list. If you are not sure if you are on this list (you will receive regular updates from Jane) but if you wish to add yourself, notify a change of address or check, please email thewintons@thehaugh.wanadoo.co.uk.

 POOT Theatre
The POOT team continues to bring live theatre to Finzean Hall, with the support of North East Arts Touring. We do rely on your support as an audience, so please come along if you can -AND spread the word! The very successful Magic Spaghetti performed by the Licketyspit Theatre Company was greatly enjoyed by a fantastically enthusiastic audience of 115 ranging in age from 3 - 93 - as the posters promised it was suitable for!

Next up is Doorways in Drummorty on Thursday 28th October -7.30pm - tickets from Mel (850674). We are hoping to bring Puppet Animation Theatre and at least one more show in the Springtime.

 As part of POOT's ongoing programme of entertainment activities in the Finzean Hall - we are planning a treat for anyone interested in Fashion (provided by Country Ways) A delicious supper (provided by Buchanan Food) and Entertainment  

Come along to "Fashion in Finzean" on Wednesday 17th November 7pm and see some of the good sports who are temporarily giving up their day jobs to turn out as models for the evening! Tickets are £20 including all of the above and a welcome drink! and are available from Mel - 850674

Any money raised during this event will go towards future activities, in particular a puppet show for the young - and young at heart -in the Spring of 2011 as part of the puppet animation series brought to the community with the support of NEAT (North East Arts Touring)

Any suggestions for films to be shown as part of the Film Club to Mel or Guy.
Community Council

 
Here are some of the principal things that have been happening since May

New Members and officers of Council

In June, Karl Bedson and Alastair Mather became members, joining Ann Barron, Karen Bradburn, Bill Christie, John Forster, Charles Insch, Jean McLeod, Kathleen Moir, and Brian Pattinson.  In July, Charles Insch was elected Chair, John Forster Secretary, and Jean McLeod Treasurer.

Roads

The 15 year saga of the pavement round the corner near Finzean Stores continues – and currently Aberdeenshire Roads Department are looking into possibility of a new route for the path that might go through the sheltered housing.  The Community Council is keeping a check on progress.

Aberdeenshire Council has agreed that the current 40mph speed limit in Finzean Village should be reduced to 30 – and the FCC will be considering the nature and location of associated signs and road calming measures to be introduced with the new lower limit.

Aberdeenshire Council local plan and housing proposals

Last year, following the suggestions generated in a public meeting, FCC commented on Aberdeenshire Council’s draft local plan which sets out policies and guidance for the control of developments in Aberdeenshire.  The final draft was published in the summer and FCC commented to re-emphasise points made earlier about maintaining the quality of the environment in Finzean and on the location and scale of the proposed future housing development in the wood to the south-east of Finzean Hall.  After consulting near-by residents, the FCC has been broadly supportive of the principle of this housing development - but wanted the development reduced to a maximum of eight houses and for it to be screened from the main road by retaining a broad band of the existing woodland.  

Looking at future development needs in Finzean

The prospect of more houses in Finzean (see above) has led the Community Council to think that we need to consult people on the desirability of future housing growth in Finzean – taking account of the needs of the School, shop and other community facilities.  We will be organising a public meeting in November to discuss this.

Aberdeenshire Core Paths Plan

A “Core Path” between the Shooting Greens and Corsedardar via Tom’s Cairn was proposed in Aberdeenshire Council’s Core Paths plan published last year.  The Community Council registered an objection to this route after consulting with local farmers who had concerns about the impact on livestock and amenity.  In September we told Aberdeenshire that we wanted to maintain our objection– which may mean arguing the case in a public inquiry.  We want to stress that our objection is to the notification of the route as a Core Path – not to its continuing valuable use as an informal path.

If funds are limited we think priority should be given to establishing an off-road path from the Village to the School- perhaps via the church. 

Keeping in touch with FCC and its work

The latest minutes are posted on the notice board opposite Finzean Stores.  Our meetings are held at 7.30pm in Finzean Hall on the third Monday of alternate months – with the next meeting being scheduled for 15 November.  Any member of the public is welcome to attend and observe meetings – and if you want to bring up an item for discussion at a meeting or to discuss any other issue, please contact the Secretary.  His contact details are:  John Forster  -Dalsack, Finzean; Tel 850636  E-mail: john@dalsack.org.
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The shop and tearoom are now


OPEN SEVEN DAYS


Mon – Sat �9am – 5pm  �Sunday �11.00 – 5pm
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